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as he rushes into the flames. The old fireman re-
minded me of the Tokugawa era story of the
burning of the gate of the Asakusa Temple when
the fire was so fierce that not only was the com-
pany's matoi burned up but two or three spare
ones besides. Finally^ in desperation, some of the
jK&rfw-less men went to the toy shops in Nakamix^
or shops nearby, and bought all the toy matoi they
could find and, tying them together, made a new
standard, led the way into flames and won the
fight against the fire.
"We rnacU firemen preserve the nearest thing
to the old fighting spirit/' said Mr. Ishiwata.
. "But we don't have as much to do as we once did,"
a fact which probably accounts [for Mr. Ishiwata's
rotundity. <<fWe keep up the old tradition in
dress on state occasions. I always weat this old
triple-cloth coat. It outwears these new-fangled
ones three to one/* he said as he held it up. The
material had been hand-stitched by farmers during
the winter months. "You never burn in these once
they are wet We used to have some very gay
ones for state occasions with devils and flames on
them. But no more. Not since everything went
modem in *9i6>" he commented with a sigh, as he
put on a new style fire bonnet which, like the old
ones, doses ov$r the face. The bonnet made